[image: image1.jpg]


     

1.  Coghlan's 2.5-gallon water bag
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     2.  Seattle Sports 3-gallon Pocket Bucket
Carrying Water to Camp


Filtering water at the source is seldom convenient or easy.  The banks of streams, springs and ponds tend to be muddy and slippery and are often in steep or rocky locations where standing can be difficult and sitting may be nearly impossible.  Because water sources are typically found in low areas, these areas can also be uncomfortably overgrown and buggy.  


It is usually much easier to filter your water back at camp, but how do you transport water from the source back to your campsite?  Here are two lightweight options: 


Coughlan’s Water Bag weighs only 3 ounces and holds 2.5 gallons.  You have to be careful with this water bag because the lightweight fabric is easily punctured by thorns and sticks or other sharp objects along the trail.  


The Seattle Sports Pocket Bucket weighs 4.5 ounces and holds 3 gallons.  Because it is made of a thicker, stiffer material it is much more durable.


Both of these collapsible pails work much better when they are hung.  Contrary to their respective manufacturers’ advertising, they do not stand up very well when full.  


If your water is cloudy when you gather it, allow it to settle for a half hour or so before filtering it.  Most of the suspended particles will settle out, and you’ll be able to start filtering cleaner water.  Remember, the cleaner the water is at the start, the easier it will be to filter your water and the longer your filter cartridges will last.








